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Online Materials
What is an Insect?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUPXkWqC1aA

To access this online content, open your Internet browser and follow the web address above,
or log in to your online CoursePack and select the web link.
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Glossary – What is an Insect? 
 

Word Student-Friendly Definition 

wings A part of an animal's body that is used for flying  
Some insects have wings that help them fly.  

feelers Insects have feelers, also called antennae, to smell with instead of a nose 
Ants have 2 feelers in their heads. 

ladybird A type of small flying insect that has a round red back with dark spots, also 
called a ladybug 
The ladybird flew around and landed on leaf. 

legs One of the long body parts that are used especially for standing, walking, 
and running 
All insects have legs, some have more than others. 

lovely Something that is very good 
She had a lovely and great time at the party. 
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Online Materials
Icky Insects

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYawa4piO4k

To access this online content, open your Internet browser and follow the web address above,
or log in to your online CoursePack and select the web link.
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Glossary – Icky Insects 
 

Word Student-Friendly Definition 

thorax The middle of the three main body parts of an insect 
An insect’s six legs grow from the thorax. 

abdomen The back portion of an insect’s body 
An insect has three body parts: a head, thorax, and abdomen. 

exoskeleton A hard shell on the covering an insect’s body 
Insects are protected by their hard exoskeleton. 

hatch To be born out of an egg 
Insects hatch from an egg. 

arthropods An animal with an exoskeleton and segmented body 
Insects can also be called arthropods. 

divided To separate into two or more pieces 
An insect’s body is divided into three parts. 

distinctly Clearly seen and different from each other  
An insect’s three body parts are distinctly divided. 
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Online Materials
Let's Talk About Insects (slideshow)

http://extension.illinois.edu/insects/01.html

To access this online content, open your Internet browser and follow the web address above,
or log in to your online CoursePack and select the web link.
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Glossary – Let’s Talk About Insects 
 

Word Student-Friendly Definition 

species A group of animals or plants that are similar 
There are approximately 8,000 species of ants. 

exoskeleton A hard covering on the outside of the body 
Insects have an outside skeleton, or exoskeleton. 

mouth The part of the body used for eating 
I stuffed all of my food in my mouth. 

thorax The middle section of an insect's body 
The thorax is what is connected to an insect's wings and legs. 

abdomen The rear part of an insect's body 
Many of the insect's important organs are in its abdomen. 

composite Made of different parts 
Some insects have composite eyes. 
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Glossary – Ants 

Word Student-Friendly Definition 

swarm A large number grouped together 
Hundreds of ants swarmed the food dropped on the floor. 

antennae Moveable organs on the top of an insect’s head that help communicate 
Ants have a pair of antennae on their head. 

thorax The part of the body of a mammal between the neck and the abdomen 
The thorax connects the top and middle part of the ant’s body. 

jaw The parts making up the walls of the mouth and serving to open and close it 
Ants have very strong jaws to bite their food. 
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Glossary – Are You an Ant? 

Word Student-Friendly Definition 

mating To join or fit together to become a mate 
The ant went on a mating flight so she would be able to lay eggs. 

larva A young, wormlike form that hatched from the egg of many insects 
A caterpillar is the larva of a butterfly. 

pupa A stage of an insect that occurs between the larva and the adult and is 
usually enclosed in a cocoon or case 
The ant larva turns into a pupa so it can grow into an adult. 

feelers Insects have feelers, also called antennae, to smell with instead of a nose  
The butterfly used its feelers to smell the flowers. 

prey An animal hunted or killed by another animal for food 
Fire ants inject poison into their prey. 
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